
  

Mabel Bianco’s Statement at the 45th Session of the UN Commission on 
Population and Development  

 
 
Mr. President,  
 
On behalf of the Foundation for Studies and 
Research on Women and the National Network of 
Youth and Adolescents for Sexual and 
Reproductive Health, both women’s and 
adolescents’ organizations which have been 
working in defense of women’s and adolescents’ 
rights for more than 20 years in Argentina, we urge 
States gathered at the 45

th
 Session of the UN 

Commission on Population and Development to 
achieve a resolution that responds to the needs 
of girls, boys and adolescents all over the 
world.  
 
We must guarantee them their rights to:  
 

 Access Comprehensive Sexuality Education at 
school starting in kindergarten. This right has not yet been guaranteed in most countries, especially the 
developing ones. This comprehensive sexuality education is now key, because homes are unsafe places, in 
many cases particularly for girls, who are sexually abused or raped by relatives, friends, and even parents.   

 Comprehensive Sexuality Education cannot only be a responsibility of parents. The Government, by 
means of the educational system, must guarantee it to all boys, girls and adolescents in order to prevent sexual 
abuse and rape.  

This will allow their sexual health to be ensured, avoiding diseases and even death, as now occurs due to 
unsafe abortions or unattended obstetric emergencies. 

 Access to health services that address their information needs and access to methods to prevent unplanned 
pregnancies, which are forced most of the time, and also sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. 
Health services do not reach them in time to prevent what thousands of girls, boys and adolescents suffer every 
day.  

 Access to comprehensive health services that address sexual and reproductive health and HIV/AIDS 
together. This is a claim from adolescents, young people and women all over the world which has been 
recognized for many years now, but which does not become a reality. The lack of integration implies more 
expenses and less impact in terms of preventable diseases. Therefore, we demand that the resolution 
stemming from the 45th Session of the UN Commission on Population and Development include the 
commitment of States to provide girls, boys and adolescents comprehensive sexuality education, 
comprehensive health services that address sexual and reproductive health and HIV/AIDS together; as 
well as the elimination of harmful practices and norms,  such as early marriage, the violation of rights 
by health services as they deny information and the provision of methods that prevent pregnancies and 
STI, prevention against violence within families and intimate partners; as well as other forms of ignoring 
girls, boys and adolescents as rights-holders.  
 

 
Now is the time to act to guarantee a better future for humankind! 
Thank you. 

 
Mabel Bianco 

New York, April 26
th
, 2012 


